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Schools under the order of the General 

Conference “to contribute to the support 
of Sunday Schools which, without assistance, 
cannot continue.” The story of the Board’s 
ministry to needy schools is full of pathos, 
heroism and fidelity if it could be told in 
detail. For this, however, there is neither 
time nor space. All that this leaflet aims to 
do is to briefly summarize a few essential 
features of this field of service so that our 
contributing Churches may have a fair knowl- 
edge of what is done with the moneys en- 
trusted to our care. 

Aid is given in the form of grants for 
Sunday School literature, supplies and equip- 
ment, care being taken to grant only what is 
needed and really essential for the proper 
conduct of the school. All literature, sup- 
plies, books, and requisites are ordered from 
our Publishing Agents. The utmost care is 
taken in making these grants and the Church 
may feel confident that only needy and worthy 
schools are thus assisted. Every application 
must be vouched for by the preacher in 
charge or by the district superintendent or 
the Sunday School missionary on the field. 

During the year 1910 assistance, in the way 
of literature, Bibles, and song books, has 
been given directly to over 900 schools, in 
100 conferences, to the amount of $5,086.65. 
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This does not represent the entire number of 
schools helped, as our missionaries distribute 
literature also, and Sunday School helps are 
put into the hands of those who do not, and 
cannot attend a regular Sunday School. In 
many instances, the lessons are pursued at 
home, using helps furnished through this 
Board. No needy and worthy Methodist 
Episcopal Sunday School is ever refused as- 
sistance; sometimes we cannot give as much 
as is asked, but in accordance with our ability 
and the exigencies of the case the request is 
considered and the needs met. 


Requests come from all over our country, 
asking that we supply lesson helps for the 
school, teachers, and pupils, all interested in 
the work but unable to purchase the neces- 
sary helps. Almost literally is it true that 
“there is no speech nor language where their 
voice is not heard.” A glance through our 
files would show that the Sunday School helps 
sent out by our Board have penetrated to the 
remotest points touched by the rural free de- 
livery, and also that the same helps are being 
supplied to the missions in the crowded parts 
of our greatest cities. Can you imagine what 
it means to a poor, struggling teacher to be 
put in possession of our incomparable Sun- 
day School Journal with its wealth of help- 
ful suggestions and interesting information? 
Can you imagine what it will mean to the 
scholars to be taught by a teacher so helped? 
Do you know how the little colored children 
in the Southland and the little waifs in the 
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city streets prize the Berean Picture Cards 
and the Picture Lesson Papers? Can you 
realize what a treasure an Advocate or a 
Classmate is to a heart and mind-hungry boy 
or girl to whom a library is a thing unknown, 
and in whose home there is no reading mate- 
rial? Away down East, into the mountains 
of Kentucky and Tennessee, over the Da- 
kotas, across the arid lands of Arizona, 
through the great tracts of opening home 
lands in the great Northwest, down into 
Texas, up into Minnesota—everywhere we 
are sending the word. And the little tots 
carry home their bright cards, with the pic- 
tured lessons, and the papers are read aloud, 
and fathers and mothers listen with strangely 
softened hearts. Have you ever stopped to 
think of the tremendous amount of spiritual 
and moral dynamics latent in the young life 
of our country? Do you know that the fuel 
which feeds and generates this dynamic force 
is a determining factor as to the quality and 
the direction of its expenditure? Do you won- 
der then that General Conference directed our 
Board to help needy Sunday Schools by sup- 
plying our literature freely, and that we want 
to do it? When a pastor or a district super- 
intendent says that a school needs help, we 
give it. When we receive a letter saying, 
“We have no church nearer than seven miles 
—the children in this forest country have 
been without moral instruction,” we look upon 
such a place as not only an opportunity, but 
as a duty. Or take this—“‘I am coming to 
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ask for help for a school that has never be- 
fore asked for help. You know my charge 
is a strictly missionary charge, here in the 
coal-mining camps. The school, however, has 
always been self-supporting until this long 
suspension (more than five months) and the 
miners haven’t been earning a living. They 
simply have no money to contribute, else they 
would give it.” Would you say “no” to such 
a plea? Neither do we, and already our 
grants have passed far beyond the 2,000 mark, 
and we are spending thousands and thousands 
of dollars in just this way. We believe it is 
a good way. We believe in giving the best 
to our teachers and to our boys and girls. 
We believe in making the Sunday School as 
attractive as possible. We believe in bring- 
ing our young people through the Sunday 
School into the Church. 


The Cry of the Child 


Stories from the Field 


It was hard for teacher to say, “I’m sorry, 
children, but we have no lesson papers or 
picture cards to-day, perhaps next Sunday.” 
Several Sundays went by, and always she had 
to say the same, and see the children go home 
so disappointed, until The Board of Sunday 
Schools came to her assistance. How the 
children’s eyes danced, and how eagerly they 
reached for the papers! “Teacher, I’ve saved 
all the cards you ever gave me,” more than 
one said, and they proved it too when she 
called, bringing them out and reciting the 
golden text and telling the lesson stories. 
Little Phillip was too delicate to come every 
Sunday, but how happy he was when _ his 
paper and card were carried to him by one 
of the “Little Missionaries” of his class! 
“May I have a Classmate, please, I want to 
finish that continued story,” said one whose 
work kept him until the papers were all gone. 
Seeing his disappointment, one generously 
tendered his own, with “O, I can borrow of 
someone else.” Into the homes of the poorest 
on the East Side go pastor, deaconess, and 
teachers, and always there is the same appre- 
ciation of these helps. The parents cannot 
always read them, for theirs is usually an- 
other language, but the children translate in 
their quaint way lessons, stories, biographies, 
and poetry, to the satisfaction of all. Tipped 
back in his chair, sleeves rolled up, one often 
sees a father intensely following the fortunes 
of some hero in the paper brought in from 
the Sunday School. “If I were a Rockefeller 
or Carnegie I would put a good church paper 
in every home,” thought the pastor, as he 
noted the deep spiritual and mental hunger 
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of the people. Great truths are taught, hearts 
are comforted, inspiration and entertainment 
given by these messengers. God bless those 
who far away from the squalor of this 
crowded city help in this great effort to sat- 
isfy the soul’s hunger. 


—From a New York City East Side Church. 


This tribe (Yuma) numbers 750. They 
still have their chief and tribal council. They 
cling with an awful tenacity to old customs 
and traditions. Medicine men still have a 
great hold on the majority of the people and 
this holds them in their superstitions and ig- 
norance. Thirty years ago when I first saw 
this tribe they were ‘almost entirely nude— 
they are now as anxious for clothes as the 
white people, though the women have their 
own style of dress. There was no Protestant 
work done for these people until six years 
ago when the work was opened up by The 
National Indian Rights Association. Our 
church has had the work for the last four 
years. Our chapel was built about 20 months 
ago. Up to that time there had been no Sun- 
day School or preaching service. When we 
first began to preach to them our congrega- 
tion was mostly on the outside of the build- 
ing. Now they nearly all come inside and 
listen attentively as I preach to them through 
an interpreter. My audience ranges from 50 
to 200. Our Sunday School-children came to 
us from the Catholic church for months and 
months. They were very hard to control dur- 
ing the service, but now they are as attentive 
and well behaved as the average Sunday 
School children. The moral status of this 
tribe is very low, they have a very crude idea 
of the marriage relation, they live with each 
other until they grow tired of each other and 
then take up with someone else, though som 
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of them are true to each other. In brief they 
are as much heathen as the natives of Africa. 
They worship their old customs and _ tradi- 
tions more than anything else. They cremate 
their dead including the house and all the 
personal effects of the deceased. We are do- 
ing a great deal of medical work among them. 
We have an average of 300 calls per month 
for medicines, and I go to their homes when 
they cannot come to me and in this way we 
are slowly but surely supplanting the medicine 
men. We are very much cramped in regard. 
to means to carry on this work. My wife, 
daughter, and a half Indian boy are my co- 
workers in our Sunday School. Surely the 
harvest is great and the laborers few and the 
money scarce in this needy field. 


—Jissionary to Yuma Indians. 


Down in Kentucky is a struggling little 
Sunday School, kept in existence by the aid 
of this Board. The following extract from 
one of the devoted workers will serve to 
show the spirit in which this labor of love is 
performed, and the significant result in the 
case of one of the pupils. “When the family 
that has been the greatest help to me in the 
Sunday School work here moved to Canada 
in August last, I felt discouraged as never be- 
fore. This family was capable and enthusi- 
astic. In September I received a letter from 
one of the daughters, a remarkably bright 
girl of fourteen, saying, ‘We have good 
neighbors, German, Swedish, and English peo- 
ple, but no Church or Sunday School.’ Im- 
mediately I sent a small package of our sup- 
plies with the suggestion ‘start a Sunday 
School. Her next letter said: ‘I received 
package on Friday; on Sunday we started 
our Sunday School. It is such a comfort to 
us, and our neighbors are enthusiastic.’ You 
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can understand how I ‘thanked God and took 
courage. I read the letter to my Sunday 
School, which suddenly seemed to take on 
new life and importance. To think of our 
insignificant Sunday School sending out a 
pupil to start a mission! A letter from her 
yesterday says, ‘IT would love to be a sure- 
enough missionary and will do my best to 
become one.’ It seems that ‘my extremity 
was God’s opportunity. All this has been 
made possible through the assistance of The 
Board of Sunday Schools.” 


—Kentucky Correspondence. 


In Switzerland many of our Sunday 
Schools meet in houses of the day school. 
some even in churches of the State Church. 
At a convention a pastor told_an interesting 
story of one of the Sunday Schools on_his 
circuit. We give it in his own words: “Since 
till now the Sunday School had been meeting 
in the schoolhouse of the village. Recently 
the school commission decided that the 
room must be left. Nowhere could be 
found another room, and the need was 
great. Should the Sunday School be given 
up? An agitation of the mothers  be- 
gan which saw in the Sunday School a great 
help in bringing up their children. First of 
all the wife of the mayor attacked her hus- 
pand, and so the other women also. At last 
the matter came to the act of voting by a 
meeting of the citizens, and_ the Sunday 
School could keep the schoolhouse. “The 
- fnothers won the victory without the right of 
voting, but they exercised it by their hus- 
pands,’ said our brother.” 


_-From A. Titus, our Sunday School Mis- 
sionary ™m Germany and Switzerland. 
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MEICAT, REOQUBRSTS FOR AID: 
“During the past year the interest 
among the children has increased very 
much, and we find that Indian boys and girls 
like papers and cards as well as white chil- 
dren.” 
—Ft. Simcoe (Wash.) Indian Reservation. 


“T take pleasure in writing you some facts 
concerning my charge. I am located here in 
the rocks and mountains and among a class 
of people that don’t know God. They all 
want to be something. I never preached to 
people that were more anxious to hear the 
pure gospel preached, but they are poor. I 
have three different Churches and one school 
on my charge. We need Sunday School helps.” 

—Arkansas Conference. 


“The hope of this young church (only in 
its fourth year) is in its youth, its Sunday 
School, and this, with your generous help, we 
can foster and build into a strong church.” 

—From Indiana. 


“The enclosed application for help is for 
a Sunday School in a part of the city where 
it is badly needed. Our Deaconess visited 55 
families in that locality some time ago and 
found only two or three of them having any 
church preference and only two families in 
any way connected with a Sunday School. We 
at once set to work to make some provision 
for them, applying to you about the middle of 
last October for some help. You immediately 
responded by sending the literature desired. 
MPT ne School Board closed the schoolhouse 
against us. Then we sought a private house 
in which we have been doing our best under 
the circumstances. I went before the School 
Board with a petition. They rescinded their 
former action and now we are ready to go 
on.” —Oklahoma. 


11 


The Cry of the Child 


E hereby make application for the en- 

closed amount of Sunday School sup- 

plies for our Sunday School for the 
second quarter of the year. Below are the 
facts in the case on which we base our claim 
for said donation: 

“This charge is in the heart of the mining 
territory of southeast Kansas. Nearly all 
our people depend on the work in the mines 
for support for their families, and for the 
last nine months or more the mines have not 
been running on an average of two days a 
week. The oldest miners say it is worse than 
it has been in the history of the mining busi- 
ness in the territory. One man told me Sat- 
urday night, and he is the superintendent of 
the Sunday School, that he had just received 
his pay for two weeks’ work and it was four 
dollars. Three dollars went to pay rent and 
the other went to the doctor for medicine. 
This is a sample case of the condition that 
confronts us. Most of our men are in the 
same condition. We have a fine Sunday 
School and under ordinary conditions pays 
its own way, but how can it when work is so 
scarce and children are crying for bread? 
Our School has in it one hundred and thirty 
pupils, nice bright boys and girls, but unless 
the Board comes to our relief, we will be 
compelled to cut out most or all of these sup- 
plies. If there is any worthy school it is 
the Methodist Episcopal school in , and 
in the name of our Lord and for the sake 
of these boys and girls, I make this appeal, 
trusting your Board will give us this dona- 
tion.” —Kansas. 


“We are not able just now to buy literature. 
We have a great opportunity in this mining 
camp, and I have two good men to take hold 
of it. Please send at once literature for 
about 75 scholars.” —From Tennessee. 
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ORDS OF APPRECIATION: 
“My work at present is to go from 
hogan to hogan telling the sweet old 
story in the Navajo tongue to those who have 
never heard. I spend five days of each week 
in this way, traveling over a great deal of 
country, as our people are very much. scat- 
tered. In this work I have found the little 
Sunday School lesson pictures very useful; 
they are small and convenient to carry and 
the Indians are greatly interested in them and 
helped by them to understand the message.” 


—Navajo Indian Reservation. 


“I am writing to ask if you can continue to 
grant the Sunday School literature. The 
papers and cards are much appreciated by 
the children and Polish people. Though the 
work is necessarily slow, yet we are beginning 
to see signs of awakening and we are hoping 
before long to be able to report definite 
progress.” 


—Milwaukee, Wisconsin Conference. 


The S. S. Advocate meets the very need. 
It is the only paper which goes into the hands 
of the children who otherwise would wever 
get any interesting religious paper at all. For 
them it is doing what it is intended to do. The 
sick children are very particular and insist that 
their enforced absence must not deprive them 
of their paper. For the Italian boys and girls 
in Boston the Sunday School Advocate is the 
only weekly paper passing among them for 
their good. I don’t see how it is possible to 
get ahead without it. 


—Our Italian Missionary in Boston. 
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AY I be permitted to thank your society 
: for the great help it has been giving to 
our Sunday School at Five Points 
Mission? We have been averaging over 550 
for months past and could not possibly have 
an efficient school with the necessary periodi- 
cals except for your generous donation. Per- 
haps it may interest you to know that we 
have received a large number of the children 
from the Sunday School into the League and 
Church and that two of our boys are at Mt. 
Hermon (Italian boys) preparing themselves, 
one for the ministry and the other to be a 
physician.” 
—From Five Points Mission, New York 
Conference. 


I want to send you a word of appreciation 
for the help your Board is giving to our Sun- 
day School. We are in the midst of a large 
Bohemian section of the city with about 50,- 
000 people in our parish. The Bohemian peo- 
ple are great readers and our public library 
has the best record of all the branches in 
the city. 

The books read, however, are secular at 
best and are often anti-religious and anti- 
church. It is for this reason that we try to 
furnish our scholars the best literature we 
can. Your gift of 200 Classmates is a great 
help in this direction and sends into 200 homes 
a paper with bright stories and high ideals to 
help in the molding of the young life of the 
home. Our homes need all the help that can 
be secured to throw wholesome Christian in- 
fluences about the boys and girls to lead them 
into the highest type of American life. Chris- 
tian literature plays a big part in that and we 
are glad for the Classmates. 

—Bohemian Work, Cleveland, O. 
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T is with the deepest gratitude we acknowl- 
I edge the substantial assistance, received 

from our Board of Sunday Schools for 
the Coke Mission in the Pittsburg Confer- 
ence. By this help Sunday Schools have been 
opened in numerous mining villages, several 
of which have led the way to church organiza- 
tions and the erection of churches. 


Recently a Sunday School was opened in 
a dwelling house by permission of the Coke 
Company at the Davidson Works, near Con- 
nellsville, Miss Mary Kachmar, a Bohemian 
missionary in charge. Notwithstanding the 
opposition of a Roman Catholic priest there is 
a regular attendance of fifty foreign children 
who are greatly interested in the services. 

In one of our Sunday Schools an Italian 
girl, eleven years old, has memorized and re- 
cites correctly the Ist and 23rd Psalms, the 
Beatitudes, the Ten Commandments, the Di- 
visions and Books of the Old and New Testa- 
ments, and the Junior Catechism. 


Besides those transferred to other pastoral 
charges there are fifteen Sunday Schools in 
successful operation in the Coke Mission, all 
of which have been favored with aid from 
our Board of Sunday Schools. 


—Supt. Coke Mission, Pittsburg Conference. 


“Poverty stricken, congested tenement dis- 
tricts of our great cities offer to our church 
the greatest opportunity for service with the 
least local ability to reach it. Outside help 
is an absolute necessity. ‘The Board of Sun- 
day Schools helps to make possible the work 
of Halsted St. Institutional Sunday School, 
which has 16,000 children under fifteen in its 
parish of one square mile.” 

—Chicago, Rock River Conference. 
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Sitntistical 
Number of Conferences in which 
Schools have been aided ..... 116 
Total Number of Grants in aid 
of Schools July 1908-June 1911 2,592 
Cost of Supplies Granted...... $19,360.06 
Grants in aid of Sunday Schools 
in Home Eield = ase as crass $19,360.06 
Grants in aid of Sunday Schools 
in Foreign Field ........... $24,270.24 
Total Grants in Aid....... $43,630.30 


Gifts in aid of this work are earnestly so- 
licited. Money contributed will be used for 
the general purposes of the Board or for en- 
dowment, as the donor may desire. Write the 
Corresponding Secretary about our Annuity 
Bonds. 


Form of Bequest. 


I give and bequeath unto The Board of 
Sunday Schools of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, a corporation organized under the 
laws of the State of Illinois, the sum of 
i cada da pw oeiptent ha aa Mee DML AVa ee Mees dollars, 
for the purposes of said Board, and for which 
the receipt of the Treasurer thereof shall be 
a sufficient discharge. 


DAVID G. DOWNEY EDGAR BLAKE 
Corresponding Secretary Assistant Secretary 
14 WEST WASHINGTON ST., CHICAGO 
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